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HEBBEOT 8COVILLE, Jfi. 


The exceptional and highly Heritor! oat contribution 
of Or. Seoville to the u ho and control of atonic energy is 
heat prevented in the fora of a resume of his responsibilities 
and activities in his two major federal assignments. 

Dr. Scoviile served as Technical Director of the Arsed 
forces Special weapon® Project (successor to the Manhattan 
Engineering District and now the Defense Atopic Support 
Agency) from June 1848 to August 1835. So was scientific 
advisor to the Chief, AfWIP, on all technical matters 
relating to the development, use, effects and defense against 
atomic weapons; and planned and directed research and develop- 
ment programs la atomic weapons fields. (Concurrently he 
served as a member of the Chemical Corps Advisory Council, 
the Com* It tee on Unclear Science of the Department of the 
Air force, and the Advisory Committee on Civil Defense of 
the National ie search Council.) 

In nominating: Dr. Scoviile for the Arthur 8. flamming 
Award in December 1936, Major General X. O, Nichols, Chief, 
AFStfP, cited Dr. Scoviile** wide technical experience and his 
advice "on many highly classified aspects of the military 
atomic program which includes radiological warfare" and 
"in connection with the development of atomic weapons, 
including bombs of all types, and other methods of employ- 
ing atomic energy as a weapon", he further pointed out 
that radiological warfare was a new and exceptionally 
technical subject of relatively unknown potentialities 
and that "the evaluation of the military worth of this 
weapon has .largely through the assistance of Dr. Scoviile, 
been conducted on a sound technical basis, combined with 
logic and practicality" * He also cited Dr. Sc ovi lie’s 
"full appreciation of military thinking and his clear 
perception of the military, as well as the scientific pro- 
blems" and that he had "accomplished a great deal to bring 
these problems and thoughts of the military and scientific (sic) 
to a common ground of understanding and this, in itself, is 
one of the finest of his accomplishments". Also in that year 
the Director of Civilian Personnel informed the Assistant 
Secretary of the Army that Dr. Scoviile had attained "a 
position of pre-eminence in the military services on matters 
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of r&diological d«i«ikse and is the leading authority on 
th* aa&lyci* of radiation information which ban been made 
available to the armed service# ns the remit of the atonic 
tests at One rat iocs CSOSSKQaDS and SARDSTOIfE” . 

ia June l»m, Bear Admiral f. K, Mendenhall, Deputy 
tbi«f } AfPP, la commending Dr. Scovill* a# "the scientist 
directly responsible for the accomplishment of tbe weapons 
effects progress’" stated that M the successful accosplish- 
mect of the several programs involving ssny fields of science 
was la a large degree dependent upon your clear insight 
into the problems* your ability to coordinate the activities 
of many laboratories* your scientific guidance to the groups 
and your own hard work”. In October 1P52 the Department of 
the Amy conferred on Dr. Scovi lie its Coasenittiofi of 
Meritorious Service for his work in the nuclear weapon® 
field. 

_ la August iftoS* Major General A. a. hoedecke * Chief. 
k£Em t stated that Dr. Scoville ’ kept kiaself abreast of new 
developments in the atomic energy field to a marked degree" 
and 'through hi® own efforts and his tremendous capacity for 
absorbing knowledge * he is considered one of the outstanding 
experts in the fields of atomic weapons development e nd 
weapons effects. .. .and because ©f his guidance* advice* and 
direction, the research programs of AF8&P have beea exception- 
ally successful in providing useful data to Increase the 
Project’s knowledge of effects of atonic weapons”. 

Major General ?, k . Clarkson expressed his ’’sincere apprecia- 
tion" for Dr. Scoville in Kay 1PP4 for his contribution to 
fca© success of Operation CASYLS during which in the forward 
area as a consultant to Commander, Task Bait 13, he was 
called upon "to organise and lead a team in Basing a radio- 
logical survey of certain remote atolls". Later in 1234, 

Dr. Scoville was detailed to the Office of Defease Mobilization 
jn the Technological Capabilities Panel in an "assignment 
undertaken at the request of the President”. In April IMS, 
Arthur &, Fleming, Director of Defense Mobilisation* wrote 
i>r» hcoville* "Yfe© President has ns guested m# to e mpre ss 
to you Ms own deep appreciation for the outstanding service 
rendered over a period of the past few months under the 
leadership of Dr. Killian. .. .All of us who have had the 
opportunity of examining the results of your work feel that 
you have made an outstanding contribution to the security 
of our nation". 
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iitfe bis specialized knowledge end experience in atonic 
weapon# be van able upon bln appointment an Assistant 
Director lor Scientific Intelligence, CIA, to grans quickly 
the seed for sore substantive intelligence in depth on foreign 
nuclear capabilities and potentialities. Through his Chair- 
** s **! l }i» 01 the aoint Atosic Energy Intelligence Cosaittee 
and his excellent rapport with the scientific community, he 
***.*"** to uurnhall the resources of science end technology 
4 °* Abe intelligence canam nity to obtain unprecedented 

intelligence information while overcoming the tremendous 
obstacles of foreign count « measures. Because of the force- 
fulness of his personality and drive, his professional standing 
as a senior scientific intelligence officer, and his position 
as a consultant to the President's Science Advisory Committee, 
fa© was able to open a channel to the top echelons of Govern- 
went. Here this new, solid scientific intelligence created 
a greater awareness of the threat to the security of the 
United States fro* foreign nuclear programs and had significant 
influence on national security policies affecting both inter- 
national position and defense programs. 

When scientific Intelligence moved into the new field 
of arms limitation. Dr. Scovill© was called upon to take a 
leading role in development of the technical facts which are 
^****Abnl to Inspect Ion a n d policing agreements. A y a swasher 
t** 5 ® United States Delegation to the Geneva Conference of 
krperts in 195«, he supported the front line ne got ions con- 
sidering the scientific and technical aspects of compliance 
with a possible treaty on the discontinuance of nuclear tests, 
biaee the first Geneva session he has been called upon as the 
most knowledgeable scientist in the Government as to the 
capabilities of both the United States and foreign govern- 
ments in the field of atomic energy to furnish essential 
scientific and technological information upon which realistic 
negotiations can bo based. 

In the fall of 1962 the President recognized his pre- 
eminence by appointing him chairman of a committee to assess 
the ». a. atomic weapons furniture as to stockpiles? yields? 
state of the art and possible break-through vls-a-vls that 
of other nations and to arrive at a set evaluation. 

_ *» recognition of Dr. bcovl lie's accomplishments on 

the frontiers of scientific intelligence, he was promoted 
in February 1962 to Deputy Director (Ee search) . 
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